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PREFACE

T - I am woll a.wara that = wurk of thia kind ghould

be antirnly aalf—explans.tory, bat owins to aﬂ.varsa oon~
Yory mieloading data thnt vraa :fu.rnishad

REVUYY

di‘bionﬂ a.nd pome

4 cmisorrefs b

me, I have bean uompollad 1:0 parpetrato a aaaming in-

e ¢ s € Mregs Vil Emelh
w7 oonaintcxw; Thoru werxe only one lmndrq‘d. a.nd tuen‘by—
PR, AT £ Y g‘;_( [T T A o BRI A

: three (123) posta 0¥ markara placed ‘by me, baimeen the -
Sabine River and tha Rio Gra.mla, and the an‘ha_ should .
: have been nu.mbered oonﬂenutivoly from beginn:'ﬁig ‘bc; ond,
B ut as w111 be seen the Poat at Paso de Fra.noia is num-
4 T bered 128 while in LaSalle Oounty (mee pago 97) there

is 8 ekip :f.'rom Past No. 102 to post Ho. 108, which oo0=

cured in this way: Am I went gouth after putting up
marker No. 102 I failed to find oF notice the Presidio

Roa.d turning to ‘tho right and oontimued to follow and

-
I:aredo Roa.d. to ald Port Ewell on the Nusoces

: ' - purvey the
Rivar. The map ! had Bhowed the Eing's Highwa.y went in

that dirootion and. after crossing tho Huacea at Fort

Ewell turned almont to the West and orosaed the I. &

R —

G. N. Re R. near Artesnia walla. When I resched Fort
Ewell and made & thorough e;:a.mi.na‘bion of the c_:_ro_saim

there I beoame gonvinced that I had. heen misled and

£ound that no road ﬁdi‘i‘fﬁé arossing the Nueaes there

had ever turmed to the right in tha di:reotion of Ar~

tesis Wells from tha fact that the oou.ntry iB 80 rorugh

a.ncl brokon tha.t a Wo'.i.f gould hn:cdly gat over 11;. 1 then

E | @p mt aaveral ﬂ-&yﬂ in e]:plo]',"j._ng the rivo:: :for 8 orousing
'. L. - "'l

above Fort Ewell and. at tha Blat:k Ra.nch bont midvra.y '
between Fort Ewell a.ml Ootnlla, _founrl aq 91& ford :Erom

i

- ; whioh a road 13(1 j.n 8 Heatarly di.‘reotion - bnt thu furﬁ

LIRAN B

' did not st s.'.l.l fi'b the diBuription bf the King‘s Highm

. 44--!'\" L

S
L oroaaing B8 oontaineﬂ. 1n the Dia.ry ot uorfi rolating L

P T

,rip:gvar tb.ia road. :!.n Daoemha::‘l‘!’ze,r—mahemnned.,,and
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" almost: dlscourasged, I decided-to go by the post direct

PR

traveled route-ta Paso. de Franois c;n_.!t,l;a Ria Granda,
plok up the wasd -thare,; To11eW At aa desoxibsd in the
o .. Mozl Diary bpck- ta. 1hsnt q;wlqt iom 3l ih, thacroad L
pad suavazadefiis, & A48, bk, when. T weschaf: sha. Ria-.
T ' ";{}xgmd.e -1, had to. gusns:at :bhe .&u_tnnoo ~ahd;':;pujg.n;-v,tho "
Marker 186, which -1 attamudn,:tcund:‘ t4. he -incorrect
by ‘almost tweanty~tive miladw-I than 'oa.ra.fnllyr gurveyed
and meacured. tha, o1 Road Trom Pado 2o Frenaia this

way, putting up markers whnxm,nagaaam.and nmumbering

_’.'ﬂ"o" ©oe el t"{?"f:‘_'ﬂ“

them backwards that is from Hos. 126 to 187, to 126 eta,

until I infermected the Road praviously surveyed ab

Post Hoe 108. : . ot .
In Rast Texas, that ia from the -initisl point to

the orosaing of the Colorado River at Baatrop, the .-

King's Highway, while -in many placen has boon.abandoned.

and entirely obliternted, “was very adfinitely located.
.. by the Fleld Notes of land surveys made in the early
years of the last centuxye These surveys were either

bounded on one sids by the-old road,

it the oourse and -distance.from the nsarest cormer %o

aaiﬁ oroeaing was in most inet
reloohtion of the road in that pawt of the.3tate was.
tion of ‘time and laboxe. From paatzop.to San

only 8 quod
.me:axoopt . tradition .

Ambonio there wad 1ittle to gulde
apd the-remaining evidence of the road ta-he found.on
the -grounds
varuo‘-from'tho--ﬂio _Grpnde:-to Ban
"guide’ 1 had.was theua.:?oro-mentioned Diary of Morfi, a

very learned sud obeervant -8panish Priest who:

-~ ¢he King's Highway 1D
L grande to-ihes old K¥isasions: ag; 881

I —
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.Prom Ban Abtonic to the Rig Grande.or vice

txsyelod

DoacembelI:. l_!'?af.frqp_li,l’res?din...ﬂio

or if they croased

ances stated, 80 -that. the .

Antonia, sbout,the only

Antonio,;and- to -.:'FBﬂt '
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old Pudra. though I am & P,roteatp.nt oi' ‘the moat ulitra

g e :
f{;_-,-‘e hlua utoakins typo, I want to ‘dof2 my hat an tha mopt

‘?‘- muursts artht :Ln word.n of & oauntry tra*rarned. ‘that
3 avr ot U : awn e d

I have onr mot - 1n bocl:n. nvnry pla.on ho montianod.

A
+ ek

1 ) cvory ohjaot of Murost, T fonnd junt u.u d.auoribeﬂ by
him in that ‘hr:lof Dia:n’. “His omiy insoursey was io the

Ln..u-i,‘o- Wy da A aéy,,!‘,...‘__ :

‘distance utatod. hatwun g:lvon pn:ln‘h y minbl;r the

.dlata.nco giun ‘by him was sraatar tha.n that givqn by

the steel tape. BU But I piutnru him ag a scholarly davout

man of fragiia physigque and wearied as he was by the

daya travel'ymuchad inflsxiones inu.ti]_.oa‘i how natural

for him to over eptimate dliatance.

I have given this work the very beet effort of whioch

e 1 am capables, I meagured every meander, overy deflec~

tion of the old road a8 oa.rofully s.a I sver masured &.

1ine for a proposed Railroad,. and I ha.va reproduced the

road on the Map just ae I found it oo the grounde. In the

Field Notes and Hsp I have endeavored toc show every object
sither natural or artifioisl nesT which the Rosd passes,
that would tend to permanently fix its locations

In putting up the markers, in a fow instancea the
, distencs between them i somewhat in excess of five miles
E , but I was governsd in that devistion from instrmotions.

by what I think good judgement - for instance where the

neagursd five miles would have necessitated ths placing
of 8 post in the midet of a oultivated £1e01d, I either
gtopped short ot the jnetructed distance or wemt & Lew .
handred feet beyond, in order to place the mm:kur whers
4% would be 1eant likely 'bo ‘be molestad.

in concluaion I must express my thanks to the pa.:h-
rotic people 8loDE the. entire route for the ma.ny gour-

tasios phown me, a.nd. the Bp].end.iﬂ. and gru.tui‘bouﬂ help

_gtate thﬂt having bome in aon

- ™
., ~which. very mamr of" thm ranﬂ.ar d me, It 18 & pleasurs to
%;ﬁ”tp.fpaopiq ‘.1.11_?&!6:"_;{:{ <




..’.‘ walk or 111'., ;nd of }-u.rioua ru.oia.l origin from the

ot o cdatw

3',,1 kR Loninim lin. o tho bordcr ‘of Mexico I met the kindest
T Y

1 o treatment :r:ou and Iouml them.all intenze m‘thuir
)Y-‘“‘ B tas #W,f ’ Va7 e

A . ].ovq “of '.cem! Grand* o:LW 13 1q:~aom thing qbout.
e o S R e
aoior hor rud olay hillu, her qn.mpq: and Iore ( hq:aprqu} )
el "‘"\H? - w"w“ n adlt

b romh:lns prnirios, her -ruggad: munﬁainmmd:‘ovm ‘her

. gactus, ooverod rOughu, j:ha‘b 1n8p1.ren the deninnn ot
irs 1s the

sach looality, with the belief, that the

mogt Iavorad spot ander Heavan!
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- Pimsry of Hoxrfi e

RS &k - : ,
Deoe 24, 1778 we get out from Rio Grande, through some
gwamps and mesquite tq the famous Ric Grands del Horte,
two leagues, E. He B. o the oromaing oalled French
Ford. {446)s It was 1O posaible for us to axrrive at the
next watershole whioch {8 the only ona nearhy for the

hormes, 801t wai necessary to oamp on the opposity, pank

L REFhe ThYeEepiaaloahot o it ens SROTLT

“"Degs EB 4 mass before.dawn, e set out at 7:8C,
over some hille, erid and rooky which fom the gpposite

e A'Mmomwivﬂ;i?gndaifen ared,s,groa}. plain of. sxoellent .

land of good iaﬂtur,age without water; and without’ sesing
in any dirsotion 8 gingles hill, At the términation of
the plain {1llano) we wont down to s ravine of mesquite
and other trses. The land is red, sandys AL the' end of
the revine we Hund & large ATy Ooresk which pressryes
aome pools of water a1l the year. It 1s. called the
Agusje {waterholel of Ban %ﬂx yokie Having paesed this
we saw snother plein over hich we travelled a~league
and a-half to the 8 ring of Sen Pedro. Wo aid. net stop,.
but continued, over The aame red sandy soil, sndrat two
otolook arrived at the Agusje of HSan Lorensc *hmving
traveled ten 1 e8 Rast Northeast. This wabernols

ig a little, of mddy water, surrounded by oaks
(encinos) AT’ other trees. From the ravine of San Ame
progioc we.saw many cncti, and from Ean Pedro much
verdolags {purslain) - ‘

On the 26th we set out from Ban Lorenszo at 7:30,
foggy, lasted until 10, when the ‘sun came out. After
agosnding the hill (loma) near Sen Lorenzo we found
s shrub we call in Spain una 3e gato {oat-olaw). We
took a turn towards the east in order to asgend & hill
(1loma) not seeing anywhere anything but gradusl hille
{lomerins suaves), one arising sbove the other in the
ghepe of & canos, on the top of 1t there 18 mmoh loose
and fine stome, whioh 18 n found in the ravines end
meadowd. ) .

At sleven we arrived at the Agunje ‘of Banta Catarina.
It 18 & 1ittle pool of water, somewhat oleaner than Jan
Lorenzo. At two-thirty we arrived at the Pools of Bar@
rera. The tents were plaged on an elevation, heving to-
ward the Bast the Cance (La Canca). Ten leagues, five
E. H. B. , one East, and four ENE. -

“On the 27th we set out at 8 ololock, cold, and after
s short distance, the hills {(lomeria) oontiming, we ar-
rived at & thick wood of mesquite, nopsel, éto, -and. neaT
i1ta esnd is the Aguaje of San Rogque, whera there im water

" in pools all the year. Ve did not stop, but went up the

. . H __T’::;‘ H R i 1 ‘\ ) {

srest of the hill, which is the only rocky place (pen=--
agqueria) in the yicinity, altho coversd with under-
growth, From here the Nueoss River osn be geen and 18
Bt lomt sight of until it is croseed. Depoending the
nill, the -wood ends, 'end the lomerias {hi1ls)} continue
to the Agnaje of La Romana, whioh 1s another pool twa
leagues from the preceding one, and not so abundant.: We
gtopped here to warm curselves, We set oub through a
1ittle “grove , (bosqueoito)s The 1end changes to & oin-
pamon cclor. The jast magueyes are 808, Four -leagued
further end on the left of our rosad, there is s hill &
1ittle higher than the otheras:sround it, which 18 oalled
La Cochina. On-thie sido @ few deys before the .Apaches”
‘killed pome mon. A little before this, & 1AYEo rumber of
wild horses orossed the road. Ve traveled two leagues
over barehills, Decended “into-

4

.

“~

1.

a revine formed by the. S




L errqer, .

i " wood: of La Coohina.’ The wood igivery denme-snd-divided
o, 0~ v . irom Horth to:8puths’We-went’ another-1sague and enm=
mj‘,, =, o . hered snother ravine with grasa, very high, and whioh
ﬁ-r}f;pﬁthe:rinr .ﬂoodgl'.m'-itnfi-riscs.?.--wm;\ agsed:thia (the river)
it o { oxsithe ravine): ata; swampy ‘pool,i:ill gmelling, snd om
e .-‘-‘;*.a.tho‘topp_oaitl_i*bmkiéut‘i_the;: entranceof: aiwoad we -gampade
L Y et SR METERIET R A - AN

w1 TR RAeE

e ot MR

RPTRY E9 - Ty : .

';giipr t4ra Eleven leagues, prinoipal diresotion Eaat+Northeast A

A ;¢ "with many useleas windings {muchas mﬂ.ﬁ,gnggﬂ_%ﬁilm).
Lo . w.~This ‘mﬁahe?!moou‘-m.for.\_?bhoyﬁoroaudh" i g

" The £6th, we memt out st 9, Pessad the little grove
.~ of meaquites on the river bank and set ocut by some bare
e hiilawflomerias}-where r4he-wind - beat upon’ue without
: maroy. We went four Leaguae with great Zatigue end. stop~
ped to warm ourselves, Half a league further we had on .
our left the Palo Alto (Tall Tru?‘: whioh according to
the general belief is tha half way point of this desert,
but certainly is= not. We followed our oourae with:a
thousand useless windinds which lengthen the road more
then a third without any Teaeon, and arrived et 12:30
at = pleoe called Las Ehoinas end of our day's journey,
having traveled 6 lazgues Nor{'.hoaat.' Lend is colox de
‘‘aanels, sendy, oto. “Muoh game on the lueces and En-
cinass. The place Wwe halted is sdmirable bewsuse of two
1agoons which preserve water all the year, slthough the
wild horses keep it muddy must of the time, This was -
an

sgunje.
On the 29th we set oub st 8:46, -travelling VeXy faat,
and at three sad ons-half leagues srrived at the be-
gimning of the woods of the Rio Frig., over hills or
rolling country very gimilsx to the preceding. The wood
-~in pbout a quarter of & lesgue wide, and adorns both
aides of the Rio ¥rio. At the end of the wood, We came
out ohsome hiils (lomeriar) even more bare than previous
onea. Two lesgues on Wo arrived at the water hole of
188 Esperanzas, 60 called beosuse hers the engort from
Pexag waits for that from Coghullas It is a pool of
good aize with water all the year, put muddy and i1l
fmsting, surrounded with ogks {encinos), We arrived
here et 1:30, dined end in half sn hour sontinued over
the lomerime. At three and onae-~half leagues we arrived
at e place cglled San Miguelito, where there is & tank
{estangue) some 400 steps {pasmog) long end twalve wide,
yather deep and £p11 of orystalline water, a8 the bot-
tom ig of stonss Tie aid not stop, bubt went on enother
two leagues and halted at Las Lagumillos. Fleven l. E.H.E.
Camp was pitched at a SwWeup {olengs) at the sdge of the
wood; the ground wad aoversd with graes, neoensary to
burn it for fear of spekess I went to look at the lakes
(1lagunaa) whioch are of bad water and full of mud, sar-
rounded by oske, etoc. one of them was dry; I oroseed 1%
carefully and benwath the md I Aaw remains of & oraw-
f£ish ato.
on the 30th we get out at 8:15 over lomerisa of
nopal, menquite, eto. Four lesgued on we arrived at
La Parrits, where in the midst of some osks and mesquites
tHere are some pools of bad water. Ve mntimued our
journsey without stopping, f£1pding on both sides of the
road olumps of-live osks, which look 1like so many vil-
1pges (aldess). Except for these groves, the hills sre
pimilar to the others we have passsd, pntil sbout & lad~
gue and 8 half beyond La parrits, when with variouns treed
ihe besutiful wooda of Atmssocoso begins to anmounce it~
gelf, snd begind .after o-half lesgue MOTE.

e e ey
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R T L Ry gPe-te 3
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— . e e b A

& - % into two parte ra; 11bt1e- hill " (lomita) whioh cute: e -

" .the wood, Wi ~iEg B0 denasithat 1t .Bcarcalﬁ':a:ﬂ:ﬁ rded
. PR St 7t el R ol ThE, : sl :
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o Jhoath fox’ the horses,’ and .1t; waa neosseary 0 travel with
grant . gare in-ordexr not’ to-he injured by the branched.

scrosa the road, We went thru the wood for three

& It *qm-Lormad of~lomerias. At four o'clook we 8r-—

*at the. AYTOYO whioh:im alBO oslled El-AtasacBo, hav-

l:'ig,ua_od ‘in.a 1ovel"ho:l.10w-.‘=o:t“uhorb'oxtannion exd on
!fank.0f & orsek wnioh “in'time -oft-thejdiy Beason. prob-

-~ 3 oy

W, - aet B has:s 1itble;mors than ' a cubic vare:of water, oIV= -
S ‘atalline and very beautifuly but ita bed {oanan)"ls il
v, of leaves, stae-The wood i8 40 varas long anpd 12 wide, C
‘ and is composed f 1O Byr T : . st
__;....__a—--'“*’l’ﬂ"'ﬁ e ORmD apl near the rosd we 8aw ‘phe skél-
stons of 203 podies said to have bheen Apacheds ’
E | ey & on the Zlet we gel out at:8:80,7in the'slesy,—o0n=
tinuing through the thiok wood as on yosjerdays: A‘E a dis~
: _%ance of five lesgued iy the ravine of La Magdalens and a
. "11tt1le further on 48 that of Las gallinas, both of whioh
. . are dry oreeks, and have water only in the rainy 86880
at tmo-thirds of the journey { Jornada), we changed OuX
,'Hortheaaterur direction to one of due Noxrthe A 1ttle
further on We oar’ o some 1ittle glearsd places spparently
.- intended for the aits of & houda. There 18 'umw.ily some
water in & 11t4le lagoon which we now grossed dry. From
a this plos the pature of the country changes. The gand,
o robles end sncinos cends, snd 4the woods of meaquite and
oactus oontinie. We had not seen 8Oy nopal before this.
- A 1ittle further opn from the olearad placed and to the ’
. right of the road are some stonen gainted with orosees
i+ designating the 14mits of the first T
14 ends in a matte of 31 osks (encinos) in the shape of
a flower pot {Macetal). We ascended then a bare hill {lome)e.
pown thie, another mesquite grove begins end contimes to |
the river. At 1:30, we srrived at the lledins River, boun- |
dary of the provine of Texas and Cophuila. e possed 1
' although there 8are pools of water at intervalfe The
panks of this river are 8o Aatee that on occoasions it is
. necesssry to apcend them on foo puspended by 8 cord from
the top. 8 passed them without this aifficulty, howeyer,
and stopped on the opposite pank intending to ppend the
night. The countrymen with ua killed a bears e decided
to go on to Espads, and arrived there &b 3:30 having

e P ——————

traveled 11 laeagues, § H. E. snd 6 Jorth.
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